Jerry Kessler, mechanic, testified that on December 28, 1982,
he reported to work on the day shift, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
and the usual procedure is to ride the elevator underground.
However, on this particular morning the elevator was not
working and his crew had to wait until 10:00 a.m. to go to
work.  He was told that there was a problem with the elevator
and that it had been repaired, but he was not aware of the
specific problem.  His crew used the elevator and he was
not aware of any other problems with it during his shift.
However, after his work shift ended and while coming up on
the elevator a problem developed, and he described it as
follows(Tr. 205-207):

A.  Well/ when we got on the elevator, we
started up, the elevator got approximately
one hundred feet from the top, the cage
stopped, it fell, how far, I don't know/
it stopped, it started back up, and it stopped
a third time, then that's when Wally Petros
called out to see what was the matter, and he
said, that they said it would be going in just
a second.

Q.  Who is Wally Petros, can you tell the Judge?

A.  He's one of my mechanic bosses.

Q.  Did you hear him make the phone call?

A.  He made the phone call, I didn't hear the
conversation.

Q.  What did he say to you after he made that
call?

A.  He said that it would be fixed in just a minute,
that it would be coming up, and then it started
up on inspection speed, slow speed.

Q.  Can you describe for the Judge, in as much
detail as you can, as much as you can recall,
how long the drop, and how long the drop lasted,
when you were in the elevator, can you give us an
idea of the distance?

A.  It was difficult to tell, because you were
enclosed in the cage, but when it stopped, it fell,
the second stop buckled my knees, because we
were on a downfall, I had time enough to make up
my mind, I was prepared to hit the bottom, and I
thought that if I could possibly time it and jump,
that I wouldn't get my legs broke, whatever time
that was, I don't know.
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